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Federal

USGS Releases Decades of Hydraulic Fracturing Data. U.S. Geological Survey (USGS)
scientists released data analyzing over 60 years of hydraulic fracturing information. The report
covers nearly one million drilled wells and two million fracturing treatment records between 1947 and
2010, and describes trends in water usage and treatment fluids. The report also reflects the rapid
increase in horizontal hydraulic fracturing — these wells accounted for six percent of drilled wells in
the United States in 2000 and 42 percent in 2010. According to the report, the states with the largest
number of hydraulic fracturing wells are Texas, Colorado, Pennsylvania, Oklahoma and New
Mexico.

Environmental Group Sues DOI Regarding Offshore Oil and Gas Development. The Center for
Biological Diversity (CBD) filed suit against the Department of the Interior (DOI) in federal district
court in California, alleging that the agency was issuing offshore oil and gas permits without
adequate consideration of environmental impacts, in violation of the National Environmental Policy
Act. CBD requested the court issue an order barring all permitting until the impacts are fully studied.
The litigation follows a similar lawsuit filed by the Environmental Defense Center challenging permits
in the Santa Barbara Channel, as well as a CBD lawsuit seeking information regarding offshore wells
permitted in the Gulf of Mexico. Read More

Sidley is pleased to announce that our weekly update “This Week in Hydraulic Fracturing” is
now available as a blog on the internet. Please visit The Sidley Shale and Hydraulic Fracturing Report.

Firm clients and other interested parties can now sign up for email alerts that will notify them
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when new posts are added to the blog. If you have any editorial questions or comments, you

should contact Roger Martella (DC), Sam Boxerman (DC), Joel Visser (DC), Jim Wedeking (DC) or Katharine Newman
CH).
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